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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Fay Lomax Cook on being
selected by the National Science Foundation
to serve as the assistant director for the Direc-
torate for Social, Behavioral, and Economic
Sciences. Dr. Cook will make an excellent ad-
dition to the National Science Foundation
where she will help to promote the under-
standing of people and their lives by sup-
porting research that reveals basic facets of
human behavior and helps provide answers to
important societal questions and problems.

Dr. Cook is a professor at Northwestern
University, where she is a faculty fellow of the
Institute for Policy Research and a professor
of human development and social policy in the
School of Education and Social Policy. From
1996 to 2012, she acted as the director of the
Institute for Policy Research, one of America’s
leading centers of nonpartisan, interdiscipli-
nary, policy-relevant research. Her research
focuses on the interrelationships between pub-
lic opinion and public policy, the politics of
public policy, how Americans come together to
discuss policy issues, and the dynamics of
public support for Social Security and other
social programs.

During her time at Northwestern University,
Dr. Cook has published many scholarly arti-
cles in addition to authoring and co-authoring
five books. While actively producing her origi-
nal contributions to her field she has been the
president of the Gerontological Society of
America, a fellow at the Center for Advanced
Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and a vis-
iting scholar at the Russell Sage Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the tremendous accomplish-
ments of Dr. Fay Lomax Cook and to con-
gratulate her on being selected to serve as the
assistant director for NSF’s Directorate for So-
cial, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences.

———

HONORING THE REV. CHARLES A.
LETT, JR.
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the life and legacy
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of the Rev. Charles A. Lett, Jr., an Alabama
native and exemplary public servant who
passed away on Sunday, March 23, 2014.
While we mourn the loss of this passionate
man of faith, we are comforted in knowing that
his lasting contributions to the state of Ala-
bama and this nation will resonate for genera-
tions to come.

Those in my home state will remember Rev.
Lett for his role as a timeless pillar in the
Selma, Alabama community. As one of our
most visible figures, this man of God was a
constant source of wisdom and guidance to
those he served. Throughout the duration of
his extraordinary life, he was forever guided
by his faith and his call to ministry.

Rev. Lett was born on September 25, 1914
in Florida to Charles A. Lett Sr. and Mrs. Eliz-
abeth Lett. He was the couple’s eighth child
and was affectionately known as “Little Char-
lie.” He answered his call into ministry at an
early age and went on to attend Selma Uni-
versity where he later earned a Doctorate of
Divinity as he continued to grow in his faith
and the word of God. He also obtained a
Bachelor of Arts, a Bachelor of Divinity and a
Doctor of Law at Selma University.

Rev. Lett was also a dynamic educator. He
earned his teaching certificate from the Ala-
bama State Teachers College before launch-
ing a successful career with Baldwin County
schools that would span ten years. During that
time, he also served as principal of
Douglasville High School in Bay Minette, Ala-
bama. He later taught at his beloved Alma
Mater, Selma University and was eventually
named chairman of the school’s board of trust-
ees. He was also a past member and presi-
dent of the Selma City School Board.

Rev. Lett never relinquished his passion for
ministry. Over the course of his influential life-
time, Rev. Lett served as pastor to churches
in Baldwin, Monroe and Escambia counties
before his journey led him to Green Street
Baptist Church in Selma. At the time of his
death, he was Pastor Emeritus of Calvary Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Selma where he
spent many years growing and nurturing his
congregation and his lifelong ministry. His
commitment to faith and service allowed him
to ascend to various leadership positions. He
served as president of the Southwest District
State Convention for more than 48 years and
was past executive secretary of the Alabama
Baptist State Convention.

Beyond the walls of the church, Rev. Lett
contributed greatly to his community through
his work as chaplin of the Selma City Council,
president of the Selma Interracial Alliance, and
a lifetime member of the local chapter of the
NAACP. Rev. Lett was also a member of the
board of directors and vice president of Citi-
zens Federal Bank in Birmingham, Alabama.

As we honor this American hero we are re-
minded of the indelible mark he has left on
this nation. We pay homage to his legacy by
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saluting his notable contributions. This trail-
blazer taught us that leadership through faith
and service can leave a lasting impact. | ask
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the life
and legacy of the Rev. Charles A. Lett, Jr.

A TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH GARO—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR
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Thursday, March 27, 2014

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Elizabeth Garo of
Echo Park.

For more than two decades, Elizabeth Garo
has worked both inside and outside of the
music industry. Her love, curiosity and interest
in music have been a focus throughout her ca-
reer, where she has held positions as a band
manager and tour manager. Since 2002, she
has been a Senior Talent Buyer for the
venues Echo and Echoplex in Echo Park and
Spaceland Presents. Ms. Garo also curates
the music programming for the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County’s First Fridays
series, the Getty Center's Saturdays Off the
405 Series and is part of the booking team for
the Santa Monica Pier's Twilight Concerts se-
ries.

In 2008, Elizabeth and her business partner
opened Stories Books and Café in Echo Park,
where they sell new, used and rare books.
Since then, it has become a central gathering
spot for the Echo Park community. In addition
to literature and fiction, they have strong sec-
tions in music, poetry, non-fiction and astrol-
ogy. They also hold launch parties for small lit-
erary publications, storytelling events every
month, and showcase art by local artists.

In 2011, Elizabeth and others started the
neighborhood festival, Echo Park Rising. Echo
Park Rising is launching its fourth year with a
strong sense of celebrating the Echo Park
neighborhood, its people, music, art and small
businesses. Ms. Garo is a member of the
Echo Park Chamber of Commerce, and also
serves on the Board for Dublab, which is a
non-profit web radio collective, devoted to the
growth of positive music, culture and arts.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an

exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Elizabeth Garo.
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